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Text: 
Galatians 3:15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet 
if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 16: Now to Abraham and his seed 
were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, 
which is Christ. 17: And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, 
the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the 
promise of none effect. 18:  For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God 
gave it to Abraham by promise. 

Introduction 
In the last section, Galatians 3:6-14, we saw the apostle Paul quoted the Old Testament 
Scriptures to prove that justification is by faith and not by the works of the law. He used the Old 
Testament to show that the gospel which he preaches is not new. He showed that the gospel 
preached to Abraham was a gospel of pure grace. It was a gospel of salvation by faith apart from 
the works of the law. 

Now in this next section, Paul anticipates an objection from the Judaizers, which is stated 
in verse 19 where it says, “Wherefore then serveth the law?” What then is the purpose of the 
law? As Pastor Paul Chappell noted, “... the Judaizer’s conclusion is that Abraham and those 
earlier saved by faith alone because there was no law. But then came the law which changed 
things. Why else would God have given the law if it is not for salvation? What is the purpose of 
the law?” The Judaizers were convinced that since the time of the giving of the law to Moses, 
salvation was changed from a “salvation by faith” to a “salvation by works of the law.” They 
insisted that the law of Moses, the covenant of works, supersedes, or replaces the Abrahamic 
Covenant, the covenant of grace. 

And so, Paul will respond to that objection, but before he does that, here in Galatians 3:15-18, he 
will show them first the superiority of grace over the law. He will show them that the 
covenant of promise was superior to the covenant of law. He will show them the covenant of 
grace cannot be changed. He will show them the covenant of grace is binding. That’s what I 
invite you to consider with me this morning—the binding nature God’s promise to 
Abraham. Let’s consider this passage in three headings, namely, The Example of Man’s 
Covenant, The Effect of the Law, and The Exclusive Way to Receive the Inheritance.



I - The Example of Man’s Covenant (vv. 15-17)
Galatians 3:15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet 
if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 
Notice how Paul begins this verse. “Brethren,” a word of endearment. Earlier in this chapter, he 
had some strong words for them, but he doesn’t want them to think that he is casting them out 
of the kingdom. So, Paul draws them in by addressing them as brethren. 

... I speak after the manner of men ... 
What Paul is saying is, “Let me give you an example from everyday life.” He will give them an 
illustration from human life to help them understand the binding nature of the promise that 
God had given to Abraham and to his Seed. 

... Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth 
thereto. 
Here Paul uses the example of a covenant. A covenant is a solemn, binding arrangement or 
contract between two parties and involves various responsibilities and benefits. When a contract 
or agreement is made by two different parties, no one can add to it or take from it. Once a 
covenant has been ratified or confirmed, it cannot just be annulled. It is lasting and it 
is binding. It cannot be changed or revoked. Once a covenant is established, it will remain as 
it was originally made.

Now, Paul gives this illustration from human life transaction to show that if a covenant made by 
man once it is confirmed is binding and cannot be annulled, then how much more a covenant 
made by God. If imperfect and sinful man honors covenants made between men or made by 
man, then how much more will God honor His Word when He makes a covenant? Surely a 
God who cannot lie, a God who is faithful, and a God who is unchanging will perform and 
honor the covenant He has made. 

By this example of human covenant, Paul is laying the foundation for explaining God’s covenant 
with Abraham. Galatians 3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith 
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. God made a 
covenant with Abraham, and what is this covenant? It’s a covenant God made to Abraham that 
was first given in Genesis 12 and was confirmed in Genesis 15. The covenant 
involves God’s promise to Abraham that in him all the nations of the earth would be 
blessed (Gen. 12:1–3). It also involves the promise of being justified by faith and having all 
the blessings of salvation (Gal. 3:6–9).

Now, the question is, “Who is Abraham’s seed?” Paul gives us the answer here in verse 16.
Galatians 3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.
Here, Paul revealed a wonderful truth: God made this promise, not only to Abraham, but also to 
his seed. Seed here means an offspring, a descendant, one in a lineage, one from his loins, one 
who would come forth from his lineage. When God made a covenant with Abraham, He 



promised him a SEED, who is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ and said that through 
Jesus Christ all the nations of the world would be blessed. This is the promise that God would 
bring a Saviour into the world, and He would come through the lineage of Abraham. 

In Genesis, the promise is given to Abraham and his physical descendants. But we know from 
other Scripture that these promises are not to all Jews indiscriminately simply because they 
are physically related to Abraham. The promises of the Abrahamic Covenant will be fulfilled to 
spiritual Jews, those who have been “born of the Spirit” because they have believed the 
promises.

II - The Effect of the Law (v. 17)
Galatians 3:17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the 
law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the 
promise of none effect. 
What Paul is doing here is he is reminding the Judaizers and the Galatians believers that the 
covenant God made with Abraham, which involves God’s promise that all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed through Abraham (Genesis 12:3) took place 430 years before the law was 
given to Moses. This means that the law was something new and different which 
therefore could not be added to the covenant made to Abraham and confirmed by God.

Again, that is the point of Paul using the illustration of human covenants, men do not add 
conditions to their covenants once it is confirmed and established. In the same way, the coming 
of the law does not and cannot invalidate or add anything to the Abrahamic Covenant. In 
other words, you are not now saved by believing plus keeping the Law. The Judaizers were 
wrong because God's promise of justification by faith cannot be revoke or change. Men and 
women were being saved by grace through faith long before the Ten Commandments and the 
other aspects of the law, such as, the Ceremonial and Sacrificial laws were given. Even those 
who lived in the Age of Law were justified by faith. They were also saved by grace through 
faith. There is no salvation outside the covenant of grace.

POSB - “How do we know that a person is justified by faith alone? Because God gave His 
covenant of faith before He gave the law. The covenant of faith preceded the covenant of law. The 
law of God did not even appear upon the scene until four hundred and thirty years later. Note 
two significant things. When the law was given, the promise to Abraham had not yet been 
fulfilled; therefore, the law could not void or change the covenant of faith with Abraham. The 
promises of God to Abraham and his descendant, Jesus Christ, still stood. As Lehman Strauss 
points out: "The covenant of faith finds its roots in eternity past."  "For the law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ" (John 1:17). Since Jesus Christ, Who is 
eternal, existed before Abraham, the covenant of faith was given to Christ even before it was 
given to Abraham." The covenant made with Abraham told man how he was to follow God and 
receive the promises of God, that is, by faith. Therefore, when the law was given, it must have 
been given for a different purpose entirely. It could not have been given to show men how to 
follow God, for that truth was already established in the covenant of faith given to Abraham. The 



point is clear: no man is justified by the law, that is, by self-effort and works, trying to become 
good and righteous through obeying the law. That was not the purpose of the law. A person is 
justified by faith and by faith alone.”  

But, having said that the law cannot disannul the covenant of grace, in the next section the 
apostle Paul will show us the law has very important role and purposes. God gave the 
Mosaic Law to the children of Israel, but He never gave it to them to be the means of obtaining 
salvation. God had a purpose for the law, but it was not to give men salvation. The law was 
never meant to replace grace. So, what then is the purpose of the law? “Wherefore then serveth 
the law?” That’s what we are going to examine next week. So, be in your place next Sunday and 
don’t miss the Scripture’s answer.

But now let’s look at: 
III - The Exclusive Way (to Receive the Inheritance)
Galatians 3:18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to 
Abraham by promise. 
There is an exclusive way to receive the inheritance given to Abraham. ‘Exclusive’ means 
it’s either or, it cannot be both. There is only one way to obtain salvation. Salvation is either 
by grace or by law, it cannot be both. Paul argues that if the receiving of the promised blessing 
depends on keeping the law, that would be equivalent to the disannulling of the original 
“arrangement” or “contract.” As Paul earlier contends that a covenant that has been confirmed 
cannot be cancelled or changed. The original covenant God made with Abraham was based on 
the promise, not based on the law. It was based on grace, not on merit. 

Paul made a similar declaration in Romans 4:13 and 14, where he writes, “For the promise, that 
he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but 
through the righteousness of faith. For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, 
and the promise made of none effect.” 

The promises to Abraham and his seed was not on the basis of Abraham keeping the law 
but received from God on the basis of faith. If what the Judaizers were insisting that the 
inheritance is received through the law, then faith is made void and the promise is made of none 
effect, meaning nullified. Paul’s point is it’s either law or grace. If it is by the law, it is no 
longer grace. If you cling to one you will exclude the other. Jack Arnold puts it this way, “Paul 
makes it clear that if salvation is in any way of law-works then it nullifies the promise made to 
Abraham. Law, when added to promise, destroys salvation by grace through faith in Christ. 
Salvation must rest either on promise or on law, for it is impossible to mix the two.”

Galatians 3:18b ... but God gave it to Abraham by promise. 
The word “gave” here has the basic meaning of “to give generously”, “to give graciously”. God 
generously and graciously gave the inheritance to Abraham as a promise. God gave it to 
Abraham as a free gift when he believed, and that gift is still valid and permanent.



Phil Newton explains, “Do you find this confusing? There are many people who have missed this 
truth and are yet in their sins and at enmity with God. Many of them lead commendable lives. 
They participate in the services and labors of their local churches. They have a high degree of 
morality. They may even engage in detailed studies of the Bible, especially in recognizing its 
facts and historical concepts. But they are devoid of eternal life! They believe that they will 
inherit the blessings of justification because of all that they are doing "for God." Paul is saying, 
'Look back at Abraham. We hold him up as a great example of how to live before God. But how 
did Abraham enter into righteousness before God? Was it because of all that he did in terms of 
God's commands? No, "God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise," as Moses wrote, 
"Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him as righteousness."' It was faith in the 
promise of God, not a reliance upon his own works, that brought Abraham into a right 
relationship to God. And it is faith in God's promises in the gospel of Jesus Christ that God 
requires of you. Yes, after faith, as in the case with Abraham, there is a life of works honoring 
God.  But only after faith.”

Closing Thoughts 
God graciously promised Abraham a SEED, which is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ and 
that through Jesus Christ all the nations of the world would be blessed. This is the promise that 
God would bring a Saviour into the world, and He would come through the lineage of Abraham. 
All who receive this promise by faith obtained the inheritance, which is mainly, justification, 
being made right with God. And God kept His promise. Though thousands of years have 
passed, God has not altered His promise. He has not cancelled nor changed His promise. Our 
God is a faithful Promise Keeper. He is a Covenant-making and Covenant-keeping God. 
God has been faithful to Abraham and his seeds. He justified Abraham because he believed God. 
And God blessed the world through Abraham by sending Jesus Christ. He has promised to 
forgive your sins through Jesus Christ, and you can be sure that He will do just that if you 
exercise saving faith in God’s Son the Lord Jesus Christ alone. 

For those today without Christ, if you want your sins forgiven and if you want eternal life, you 
must trust Jesus Christ alone. Without Christ you have no hope. With Christ, you have the 
promise of God that will grant you hope for time and eternity. Believe the promises of God in 
Christ and be saved, for salvation is found only in Christ.

AMEN!


